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Course Summary

Astronomy is a one-trimester course that looks at our place in the universe.  We will study how the sun and moon move in our daily experiences and then try to understand how we fit into the vast array of stars and galaxies.  At the end, we will look at how astronomy has influenced man cultures and civilizations.   

Behavior Expectations

· Respect and be polite to all people.  

· Respect other people’s property.

· Bring all needed materials to class.

· Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.  

Essential Learning Standards Taught and Assessed in the Course

1.
The student understands and uses scientific concepts and principles.

Nature and properties of earth materials

Systems

Components of the solar system and beyond (universe)

Interactions in the solar system and beyond

2.
The student knows and applies the skills and processes of science and technology.

Questioning

Designing and conducting investigations

Explanation

Modeling

Communication

Identifying problems

Designing and testing solutions

Evaluating potential solutions

3.
The student understands the nature and contexts of science and technology.

Intellectual honesty

Limitations of science and technology

Dealing with inconsistencies

Evaluating methods of investigation

Evolution of scientific ideas

All peoples contribute to science and technology

Relationship of science and technology

Careers and occupations using science, mathematics, and technology

Assessment Strategies

I believe in allowing the student to express their knowledge in written and presentation form.  This is more closely found in real life and in the college environment.  Therefore, the assessments are as follows:

	35%  Group Assessment 
	15 % Peer Evaluation     

	30%  Individual Assessment           
	20% Writing


Procedures and Expectations Related to Homework

In order to proceed in the course it is important to understand that each topic is building the basis for understand for the next. 

1. I will have a calendar of assignments posted in the classroom.  Consult this resource regularly to make sure that all assignments are being worked on in a timely basis. 

2. All written assignments are eligible for rewriting, if the paper has a signed rough draft turned in with the assignment.  If the rough draft is not received by the due date of the assignment, then the student has only one chance at the grade.  If the assignment is turned in on time with a rough draft and the student is not satisfied with the grade, a timely rewrite of the assignment is encouraged.  There is no obligation to achieve a predetermined grade; however, it is the student’s choice to get a grade lower than an A.  To be eligible for an “A” the student must turn in the assignment on time.

3. If you are going to be absent for any activity it is your responsibility to arrange to turn in the assignment before your departure.  If the assignment is turned after one week then the maximum credit allowed will be 40%.

Grading Scale


100-93

A

79-78

C+


92-90

A-

77-72

C


89-88

B+

71-70

C-

59-0

F


87-82

B

69-67

D


81-80

B-

66-60

D

Attendance

Assisting students in establishing lifelong habits of reliability and promptness is one of the instructional goals of this particular course.  Progress toward this goal is measured by tracking student attendance.  Therefore, a student’s grade or credit in this class may be adversely affected because of tardiness or absences to the extent defined by the Kentlake Attendance Policy, which is hereby adopted for this class.  In accordance with this policy, students with nine or more absences may lose credit.  

A final note on cheating and plagiarism Students are expected to do their own work.  Cheating and plagiarism (presenting another writer’s ideas or words as one’s own) will not be tolerated.  When working with other students during group work, the teacher will clarify the acceptable level of collaboration.  On large multi-component projects, the teacher will determine and clarify for students, if cheating/plagiarism occurring in any single component of the project constitutes a failure of that component or the entire project.  Upon investigation, if a student is found to have cheated or plagiarized, he/she will be subject to the following consequences:

1st Offense 
0 or F on the assignment or test.  The teacher with a follow-up letter will make a telephone call to the student’s parent/guardian from an administrator.  The letter will notify the parent/guardian of the cheating or plagiarism, and the consequences of a 2nd offense.

2nd Offense
Removal from the class with a loss of credit.

Grading of Laboratories, Projects, and Other Major Assignments

If an obvious serious effort has been made on a written assignment, the students can correct his deficiencies and resubmit within one week of receipt of the returned assignment.  If little or no effort is demonstrated then the maximum grade will be a C assigned if rewritten to standards.

Laboratories

You will be given a writing rubric for grading.  I strongly suggest you look at the requirements for each of the grading categories.  I will usually look at all categories on all written assignments.

Projects

Projects usually are a combination of written and laboratory responses.  Both are subject to the writing rubric.

Tests

Tests are a method of formally assessing the student’s knowledge in a unit or topic area.  Question will be drawn from lecture, discussion, workbooks, and laboratories.  Tests will be written response based as well as project based.  

PRESENTATIONS 

Presentations are submitted for each graded event.  The class will have one or two groups presenting their information rather than submitting a written response.  This will increase the experience level of the students in the area of presentations.  The student will receive the same number of points in the same category as if they had completed the assignment with the balance of the class.
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