Syllabus for Chemistry
Mr. Ballard
2 December, 2009
TEXTBOOK: Chemistry Connections to our Changing World by LeMay, Beall, Robble, Brower published by Prentice-Hall 
Course Summary
 At the high school level, students learn about the properties of matter and how these properties help to organize elements on the periodic table.  Through history, students develop a better understanding of the structure of the atom.  Students develop an understanding of chemical reactions including the involvement of energy and sub-atomic particles to better understand the nature of chemical changes.  By learning about various chemical reactions, such as oxidation-reduction, combustion, and decomposition, students learn about chemical reactions that occur around us everyday.  Students also gain a deeper understanding of acids and bases, rates of reactions, and factors that affect those rates.  From calculating stoichiometry problems and molar concentrations, students learn about proportionality and strengthen their mathematical skills.  We will take a look the basis of the study of chemistry and end with how chemistry influences the world in which we live.  
Behavior Expectations
· Respect and be polite to all people.  
· Respect other people’s property.
· Bring all needed materials to class.
· Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.  
Sequence of Chemistry Topics
1. Properties of Matter
Broad Concept: Physical and chemical properties reflect the nature of the interactions between molecules or atoms and can be used to classify and describe matter.  Atomic models are used to explain atoms and help us understand the interaction of elements and compounds observed on a macroscopic scale.  Nuclear chemistry deals with radioactivity, nuclear processes, and nuclear properties. 
2.   Periodicity
Broad Concept: Repeating (periodic) patterns of physical and chemical properties occur among elements that define families with similar properties.  The periodic table displays this repeating pattern, which is related to an atom’s outermost electrons.
3.   Chemical Bonding
Broad Concept: Atoms bond with each other by transferring or sharing valence electrons to form compounds.
4.   Chemical Equations  
Broad Concept: In a chemical reaction, one or more reactants are transformed into one or more new products.  Chemical equations represent the reaction and must be balanced.  Oxidation-reduction reactions occur when one substance transfers electrons to another substance and constitutes a major class of chemical reactions
5.   Gases 
Broad Concept: Gas particles move independently of each other and are far apart.  Their behavior can be modeled by the kinetic molecular theory.  In liquids and solids, unlike gases, the particles are close to each other.
6.   Thermochemistry
Broad Concept: The driving forces of chemical reactions are energy and flow of heat.  The reorganization of atoms in chemical reactions results in the release or absorption of heat energy.
7.   Calculations
Broad Concept: The conservation of atoms in a chemical reaction leads to the ability to calculate the amount of products formed and reactants used (stoichiometry).
8.   Solutions, 
Broad Concept: Solids, liquids, and gases dissolve to form solutions. 
9.   Acids and Bases 
Broad Concept: Acids and bases are important in numerous chemical processes that occur around us, from industrial procedures to biological ones, from the laboratory to the environment.
10.  Equilibrium
Broad concept: chemical equilibrium is a dynamic process that is significant in many systems (biological, ecological, and geological).
Assessment Strategies
I believe in allowing the student to express their knowledge in written and presentation form.  This is more closely found in the working world and in the college environment.  Therefore, the assessments are as follows:

	30%  Group Assessment 
	10 % Composition Book     

	40%  Individual Assessment           
	20% Writing



Procedures and Expectations Related to Coursework
In order to proceed in the course it is important to understand that each topic is building the basis for understand for the next. 
Formal Papers
All formal papers are eligible for rewriting, if the paper has the pre-write, rough draft, and peer edits that are stamped as being on time.  If the writing components are not stamped by the due date for the assignment, then the student has only one chance at the grade.  If the assignment is turned in on time with pre-writing portions and the student is not satisfied with the grade, a timely rewrite of the assignment is encouraged.  As a rule of thumb, there is a maximum of four weeks between a graded assignment and the submitted rewrite.  If it goes beyond that, I feel that the student lacks sufficient interest or motivation to improve the grade of that assignment.  There is no obligation to achieve a predetermined grade.  However, it will be the student’s choice to get a grade lower than an A.  To be eligible for an “A” the student must turn in the assignment on time.
Laboratories
These are written a study team.  There is a rubric for grading.  I strongly suggest you look at the requirements for each of the grading categories. 
Writing Assignments (non-paper)
There are two types of short writing assignments, summaries for laboratories, and conclusions of thought for Hook and Questions.  Both have a set of guidelines.  Please refer to these guidelines to make the completion process easier.
Composition Book
A composition book will be used for all pre-activities assignments, bulleted lists for writing assignments, and note taking for the various modules.  These composition books will be brought to class each day, and maybe evaluated for completeness of assignments at any time.
Grading of Assignments
Grading scales fall into two categories.  
Individual Assignments
Assignment grades will use a standards based system to describe what needs to improve on an individual assignment.  The system used in this class will be a five point system.  There are specific rubrics that describe the requirements for each level for several categories that control each type of assignment.  These rubrics are available on the course website.
Overall Grades
As this course will require 45-50 different assignments, each semester there is an average of scores developed.  The scale below describes the categories for each type of grade.

100-93		A		79-78		C+
	92-90		A-		77-72		C
	89-88		B+		71-70		C-		59-0		F
	87-82		B		69-67		D
	81-80		B-		66-60		D

1. If an obvious effort has been made on a written assignment, the students can correct their deficiencies and resubmit the assignment however many times that are needed to recover of all points, if the original assignment was submitted on time.  If the assignment is submitted late, the grade assigned will not be changed.  Each module takes approximately 3 weeks to complete.  Assignments submitted after the end of the module, will not be accepted.  
2.  If you are going to be absent for any pre-scheduled activity it is your responsibility to arrange to turn in the assignment before your departure.  If you are absent and making up work, please mark the assignment with the words late due to ….  See the grading of assignments for late work.
Attendance
Assisting students in establishing lifelong habits of reliability and promptness is one of the instructional goals of this particular course.  Progress toward this goal is measured by tracking student attendance.  Therefore, a student’s grade or credit in this class may be adversely affected because of tardiness or absences to the extent defined by the following policy, which is hereby adopted for this class.  It is important to realize that work is being done every day.  Absences can be excused, but the missed time is lost forever.  Make sure that if you are absent that you considered the lost time carefully and you are willing to bear the consequences of your decision.

· Absences are excused if they are due to illness or a health condition; a religious observance, when requested by a student’s parents(s); school-approved activities; family emergencies; and, as required by law, disciplinary actions or short-term suspensions.  The principal may, upon request by a parent, grant permission in advance for a student’s absence providing such absence does not adversely affect the student’s educational progress. 
· If an absence is excused, the student will make up all missed assignments outside of class, within one week of their return to school.  Assignments turned in after this deadline will suffer the late penalties described elsewhere in this syllabus.
· The student’s grade for participation-type assignments may be affected because of the student’s inability to make up the activities conducted during the absence.
· Students must present an admit slip upon their return to class.
· Make up work will not be graded for unexcused absences per board policy.
· In an effort to prepare the student for the world outside of education, the student must attempt contact with their teammates and teacher to let them know why they are absent.  This does not replace the contact with the attendance office; it merely notifies the most affected persons in the class.


Kentlake Building-Wide Tardy Policy
At Kentlake High School, a student is considered tardy if he/she arrives after the bell but within the first ten minutes of class.  If a student arrives after the first ten minutes of class, he/she is marked absent for the class period.  A progressive system includes the following consequences:
First Tardy - Verbal Warning
Second Tardy - Phone Call Home (brief meeting with the student)
Third Tardy - Teacher Detention
Fourth Tardy - Parent/Teacher/ Student Conference
Fifth Tardy - Administrator Intervention/ Discipline
Sixth Tardy - Administrative tardy contract
Cheating/Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as using someone else’s words or ideas without telling everyone from where the words came.  
Examples of plagiarism include:
1. Cutting/pasting text from electronic sources without citing
1. Putting your name on other people’s work…includes having someone write your paper, buying a paper, downloading a paper from online services
1. Not giving proper credit or citing someone else’s unique words and original ideas, research, works, pictures, music, video and other forms of communication
1. Using anyone’s old project/paper
1. Changing only a few words, sentences, or phrases, and saying the assignment is your own
1. Not using quotation marks when copying exactly someone’s words, sentences, phrases, etc.
1. Paraphrasing carelessly, documenting poorly, quoting excessively or failing to use your own voice
Consequences for plagiarism include:
First Offense: zero or “F” on the assignment or test.  
The teacher will make a telephone call to the student’s parent/guardian and a letter from an administrator will follow.  The letter will notify the parent/guardian of the cheating and/or plagiarism and the consequences if a second offense were to occur.
Second Offense: Removal from the class with a loss of credit.
Note:  Altering a teacher’s grade book will cause the student to be removed from the class with a loss of credit on the first offense.
Electronic Device Use
Personal electronic devices, including but not limited to cell phones, iPods, CD players, MP3 Players, pagers, etc., pose a disruption to the educational process.  Furthermore, these devices are targets of student theft and are seldom recovered.  The school does not accept responsibility for loss or theft of any of these items while on campus or at school events.  Students are expected to leave these items at home.  Students using or displaying any electronic devices during the school day (arrival into the school building until 2:10pm) will have them confiscated and will be subject to discipline. 

First Offense: The device will be held in the main office.  A warning referral will be written and the student may pick up the device at the end of the school day.

Second Offense: The device will be held in the main office for parent/guardian pick up.  The student will receive a second written warning.

Third Offense: The item will be confiscated and held for pick up by the parent/guardian.  The student will receive a Friday School Detention.  Any further violations will result in out-of-school suspension.

Return this with student the name and parent signatures
Assessment Strategies
I believe in allowing the student to express their knowledge in written and presentation form.  This is more closely found in the working world and in the college environment.  Therefore, the assessments are as follows:

	30%  Group Assessment 
	10 % Composition Book     

	40%  Individual Assessment           
	20% Writing



Procedures and Expectations Related to Coursework
In order to proceed in the course it is important to understand that each topic is building the basis for understand for the next. 
1. All papers are eligible for rewriting, if the paper has the pre-write, rough draft, and peer edits these are turned in with the assignment.  If the writing components are not received by the due date of the assignment, then the student has only one chance at the grade.  If the assignment is turned in on time with writing assignments and the student is not satisfied with the grade, a timely rewrite of the assignment is encouraged.  If you are going to be absent for any pre-scheduled activity it is your responsibility to arrange to turn in the assignment before your departure.  If you are absent and making up work, please mark the assignment with the words late due to ….  See the grading of assignments for late work.
Attendance
· Absences are excused if they are due to illness or a health condition; a religious observance, when requested by a student’s parents(s); school-approved activities; family emergencies; and, as required by law, disciplinary actions or short-term suspensions.  The principal may, upon request by a parent, grant permission in advance for a student’s absence providing such absence does not adversely affect the student’s educational progress. 
· If an absence is excused, the student will make up all missed assignments outside of class, within one week of their return to school.  Assignments turned in after this deadline will suffer the late penalties described elsewhere in this syllabus.
· The student’s grade for participation-type assignments may be affected because of the student’s inability to make up the activities conducted during the absence.
· Students must present an admit slip upon their return to class.
· Make up work will not be graded for unexcused absences per board policy.
· In an effort to prepare the student for the world outside of education, the student must attempt contact with their teammates and teacher to let them know why they are absent.  This does not replace the contact with the attendance office; it merely notifies the most affected persons in the class.


I have read this Academic Plan, and I understand it.
Student Name (printed) ___________________________________

Parent Signature ______________________________________ Date ____________

E-mail ______________________________________
