Galaxian Project
Poster Project

The poster project will use a combination of book, Internet and magazine information. You will need to refer to the ALEs already completed as well.  These documents contain links to information that will make you poster construction process much easier.  You need to refer to the poster guidelines.

You will select one of the following projects and create a poster.  Then you will take notes and then you will be asked a series of questions that will be drawn from the posters.

1. Future Missions: the subject of galaxy evolution is a very active area of research.  Look for information on current and future NASA missions involved in investigating galaxy evolution (such as the Next Generation Space Telescope).  How big are the planned telescopes? What wavelengths will they look at? When will they be launched? 

2.  The Quasar controversy. For many years, some astronomers argued that quasars were not really as distance as Hubble’s law indicates.  Research the history of the discovery of quasars and the debates that followed.  What evidence led some astronomers to think quasars might be nearer than Hubble’s law suggested?  Why did most astronomers eventually conclude that quasars really are far away? 

3. Hubble’s constant measurements of Hubble’s constant are rapidly growing more reliable.  Find at least two measurements of Ho determined in the past two years.  Describe how these values were measured. What is the quoted uncertainty of each? By how much do they differ?

4. Galaxy gallery. Many fine images of galaxies are available on the Web.  Collect several images of each major type and build a gallery of your own.  Supply a descriptive paragraph about each galaxy.  Include distance, age, what part of sky it is located, is it visible by the naked eye.

5. Images of the Star-Gas-Star cycle. Explore the web to find pictures of nebulae and other forms of interstellar gas in different stages of the star-gas-star cycle.  Assemble the pictures into a sequence that tells the story of interstellar recycling, with a description for each stage of the cycle.

6. The galactic center. Search the web for recent images of the galactic center, along with information about whether the center hides a massive black hole.  Describe each image as to what it is telling us.  Also by using our galaxy as a   model describe the most current information of the center of other galaxies.  Are they all the same?  If not how are they different?  Provide pictures and descriptions to support your conclusions.
Construction notes:

· DO NOT GLUE ANYTHING TO THE BOARD.  IF YOU DO, YOU HAVE JUST PURCHASED THE BOARD AT A PRICE OF $7.00

· All information will be typed with the exception of the title.  The font will be no smaller than 18 point and no larger than 32 point. 

· You must have pictures or drawings of each of the important steps.  I prefer color if possible.  The pictures should be large enough to see from a distance.

· I am going to recommend you use the poster board that is used in science fair exhibits.

· Make sure that if you use different colored paper on the large poster, that the colors complement each other or accent a particular idea. 

